
 

“All Valuables Removed” FAQs 
 

Q1: Are thefts from vehicles on the rise?  

A1: Yes thefts from vehicles are increasing in Winnipeg. Between 2013 and 2017 we have seen a 27% increase. Currently 

the number of thefts from vehicles is increasing at about 400 reported cases a year in Winnipeg. 

Q2: Where and when do the majority of thefts from vehicles occur?  

A2: Thefts from vehicles can occur anywhere & anytime however, the majority of thefts from vehicles occur in parking 

lots and on residential/private property, i.e. vehicles parked in driveways and on streets.  

Thefts from vehicles occur throughout the year though are highest during June, August, September and October. 

Q3: Are there certain parts of the city where thefts from vehicles are more likely to occur?  

A3: Thefts from vehicles are more likely to occur in areas that contain many vehicles and minimal pedestrian traffic, such 

as: parking lots downtown, residential neighborhoods at night. However, regardless of the location, any area where a 

vehicle is left running and unattended, unlocked, or with valuables in plain view, the risk is increased.  

Q4: Has this initiative been tried in other jurisdictions? Did it reduce the number of thefts from vehicles?  

A4: The Edmonton Police Service, has a similar campaign aimed at reducing the number of thefts from vehicles by 

educating the public on removing valuables and placing a card in their window to indicate the items have been removed. 

The intent of the initiative is to raise public awareness and with increased awareness, people are more likely to report 

this type of crime. For this reason, it is difficult to measure whether the campaign has reduced the actual number of 

thefts from vehicles as people are more likely to report them following an awareness campaign.  

Q5: How is this initiative being promoted?  

A5: The “All Valuables Removed” initiative was promoted through a media launch in 2019, where the bright yellow theft 

prevention cards were handed out in the downtown area. The initiative will be further promoted throughout the year 

through community outreach and presentations. 

Q6: Will these cards really work to prevent theft from vehicles?  

A6: The theft prevention cards are intended to work as a crime prevention tool to help address and raise awareness 

about thefts from vehicles. To effectively reduce thefts from vehicles across the city, it must be used with other tools 

such as enforcement, community awareness and prevention (such as Neighbourhood Watch). 

Thefts from vehicles are a crime of opportunity. Vehicle owners need to get involved and help prevent this type of crime 

by removing their valuables, locking their doors and windows, and employing other measures to deter criminals, such as 

using the “All Valuables Removed” warning cards.  

 


