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RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that this report be received as information by the Winnipeg Police Board. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  

There are no financial implications relating to the recommendation within this report. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Winnipeg Police Board requires an annual report on the armoured response vehicle (ARV) and 
criminal flight pursuits conducted by the Winnipeg Police Service (WPS). 
 
The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) standards requires written 
procedures for conducting criminal flight pursuits, conditions that require the termination of a pursuit, 
supervisory and dispatcher responsibility and administrative review and oversight for each criminal 
flight pursuit.  CALEA also mandates regular training and an annual evaluation reviewing policy and 
operational outcomes. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Criminal flight pursuits result when police members attempt to stop a vehicle and the driver refuses to 
obey or attempts to elude or evade, following which the police member pursues for the purpose of 
stopping or identifying the vehicle or occupants.  The WPS policy and procedure on criminal flight 
pursuits addresses all the requirements of the CALEA standards and lays out the appropriate 
circumstances to conduct and terminate pursuits when suspects flee police. Service members are 
directed that the decision to initiate a pursuit must be evaluated against the risk a pursuit presents to 
public safety, as well as the potential harm the suspect presents if allowed to flee. The directions also 
provide tactical alternatives to a vehicle pursuit and describes the risk assessment procedure members 
must follow prior to and while pursuing a suspect. 
 
After the conclusion of every pursuit, involved police members and their supervisor are required to 
submit a pursuit report to be assessed by the Police Vehicle Operations Program Manager and, if 
necessary, the Pursuit Review Board. This process allows for monitoring of police members involved in 
pursuit incidents to ensure accountability and to evaluate compliance.  
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Pursuits that result in death or serious injury are investigated by the Independent Investigation Unit of 
Manitoba (IIU).  No investigations relative to pursuits were undertaken in 2018.  
 
The Winnipeg Police Service’s Police Vehicle Operations Program is responsible for training recruits 
and officers in police vehicle operations both in a theoretical and practical capacity. Recruit PVO 
training includes: policy and procedure, driving dynamics, cooperative driving, pursuit driving, risk 
assessment and forcible stopping techniques.  Police members are also required to recertify in police 
vehicle operations on a biennial basis to ensure they receive the most up to date training. 
 
2018 RESULTS 
 
In spring of 2018 it was noted that the number of pursuits was trending upwards.  In June, 2018 the 
pursuit policy was amended and is believed to have stabilized the trend. There was a decrease in the 
number of collisions compared to 2016 and 2017. There was an increase in injuries to police members 
and suspects, and a slight decrease in injuries to uninvolved bystanders.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In the 2017 Police Vehicle Operations Report this number was reported as 81, but there was a reclassification of one call  
** Due to the expanded role of the Pursuit Review Board, there has been an increase in the number of pursuits reviewed by the Pursuit 
Review Board (PRB) 
 

The year over year results, as seen in the chart above, can vary dependent on: the actions of suspects, 
the frequency of criminal flight and police members' decisions to pursue. A key factor contributing to the 
increase in criminal flight and subsequent pursuits in the past three years is an increase in the number 
of stolen vehicles.  In 2018 stolen vehicles increased by 20% from 2017 and were used in 53 pursuits in 
2018, or 63% of criminal flight pursuits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PURSUITS 

 
2016 

 
2017 

 
2018 

Total Pursuits 80* 83 84 

Terminated by Agency 31 41 44 

Policy Compliant 29 52 44 

Supervisor Review with 
Members 

49 30 25 

**Pursuit Review Board Review 2 1 15 

    

Collisions 36 38 31 

Injuries  :  Officer 2 2 6 

Injuries  :  Suspects 7 11 16 

Injuries  :  Third Party 4 8 7 

 
Injuries  :  Total 

 
13 

 
21 

 
29 

Reason Pursuits Initiated:    

Traffic Offences 4 5 5 

Indictable 76 78 79 
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Year Total Pursuits 
Stolen & 

Suspected Stolen 
Vehicles 

Stolen Vehicle 
Percentage 

2015 70 43 61% 

2016 80 52 65% 

2017 83 50 60% 

2018 84 53 63% 

 
Police members involved in a pursuit whose actions are determined to have complied with procedure 
are categorized as ‘Compliant’. Those with minor procedural concerns are categorized as ‘Supervisory 
Review’, requiring additional consultation with a supervisor to clarify pursuit procedure. Any police 
member whose actions are categorized as non-compliant will have their actions reviewed by the Police 
Review Board. Of the 84 pursuits, 15 were forwarded to the Pursuit Review Board. This increase 
reflects the Service's adoption of the amended policy and training rollout as well as expanding the role 
of the Pursuit Review Board. 
 
Collisions and injuries are consequences of suspects fleeing from police. There were 31 collisions and 
29 injuries reported in 2018. In 39% of the criminal flight pursuits, officers attempted forcible stopping 
techniques. These attempts resulted in a collision between the patrol car and the suspect vehicle.  
 
In 2018 there was a 55% increase in follow events compared to 2017. Follows are a pre-pursuit tactic 
that allows a police unit time to gather intelligence and survey a situation prior to the initiation of a 
pursuit. There were 381 follows in 2018 and 245 follows in 2017.   
 
In 2019/2020 the Service's biennial PVO training will include a review of the Pursuit policy specifically 
regarding compliance. The training will also emphasize the difference between a pursuit and a follow, 
and the reporting expectations for each of these events.  
 
Fleeing suspects represent a small and unpredictable fraction of all suspect encounters. The Winnipeg 
Police Service is committed to minimizing the threat and risk that these suspects present to the public. 
The Service is actively engaged in reassessing current policy and practices to ensure police members 
are not taking undue risks. The Service aims to increase its contribution to public safety by: ensuring 
policy is reflective of best practice, continuing to enforce high training standards and actively monitoring 
conditions that lead to criminal flight pursuits. 
 
 
ARMOURED RESPONSE VEHICLE 
 
The Winnipeg Police Service's armoured response vehicle (ARV) was purchased to ensure that 
Service members have the appropriate equipment when dealing with potentially volatile and violent 
situations. The ARV has the ability to act as a rescue vehicle in an active shooter situation, as well as 
providing safe cover for officers to deploy from when the environment would otherwise leave them 
exposed to gun fire.  
 
The ARV is primarily used by the Tactical Support Team (TST) in both planned and unplanned 
situations where firearms or other dangerous weapons are thought to be present.  
 
Training Deployment 
 
There were four training deployments conducted in 2018 for new TST members being trained during 
the WPS Basic Tactical Officers Course.  
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Tactical Deployment 
 
A total of 34 deployments were made by the TST with the ARV in 2018. Of these, eight calls for service 
were for active firearm events. Notably, one of these events included an active shooter situation in 
November 2018. The ARV sustained multiple shots directed at members saving them from grievous 
harm or death.  
 
There were 21 deployments for warrant executions, the majority were for addresses where firearms 
were known or believed to be owned by an individual or for Controlled Drug and Substance Act (CDSA) 
warrant executions. The ARV was deployed on four occasions in response to domestic violence events 
and once for an abduction.    
 
Community Engagement 
 
In 2018, a total of 18 Community Engagement events were attended with the ARV. Most of these 
events involve members of the Service's Community Relations Unit bringing the vehicle to display to 
members of the public. Several police members have relayed that citizens appreciate having the 
opportunity to see the vehicle and discuss its role in providing a safer outcome to firearm events in 
Winnipeg.  
 
The majority of the public requests for ARV visits in 2018 were from elementary schools across the city. 
Other events attended with the ARV include Cops for Kids, WPS Half Marathon, Bison Transport 
Fundraiser for the Special Olympics (World's Longest Convoy), Manitoba Down Syndrome Walk with 
Me, My Church Winnipeg Community Block Party, Springs Church Car Show, and Costco Safety Day.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danny G. Smyth 
Chief of Police 


