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The creation of Portage Avenue as Winnipeg’s primary commercial thoroughfare occurred 

gradually.  Originally, commerce was concentrated at Upper Fort Garry, all trading taking place 

within its walls.  Main Street was simply a trail, connecting this fort with the Hudson’s Bay 

Company’s other major post, Lower Fort Garry, before heading northward to the bay and 

ultimately to England.  The real estate boom of the early 1880s led to an expansion of much of 

Winnipeg’s society, including its retail sector.  Logically, many business owners chose Main 

Street to sell their wares.  Business blocks of all sizes and descriptions lined both sides of the 

street north of the old fort, and by the turn of the century there were few empty lots between the 

fort and Portage Avenue. 

 

But the turn of the century brought dramatic change to the city.  And this was keenly felt on 

Portage Avenue.  The Clarendon Hotel, built in 1884 on the northwest corner of Donald Street, 

“stood out almost alone as a landmark on the north side of the avenue”1 as one reporter described 

it.  Nearly 20 years later, the hotel was still one of the only major buildings on the street.  But the 

completion in 1905 of the T. Eaton and Company store at 320 Portage Avenue changed 

everything.  The avenue witnessed a dramatic increase in the amount of pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic and businessmen were quick to take advantage.  Offices, retail stores and banks began to 

line the street and Portage Avenue slowly began to usurp Main Street as the commercial centre 

of the burgeoning capital city.  By 1915, the Somerset Building (1906), Bank of Nova Scotia 

(1908), McArthur (Childs) Building (1909), Boyd Building (1912) and Paris Building (1915) had 

all been added to the growing stock of magnificent Portage Avenue buildings.  When the 

Hudson’s Bay Company completed its massive store at Vaughan Street in 1926, it marked both a 

symbolic and a tangible move away from Main Street for Winnipeg’s retailers.  

 

Duncan Steele Curry, a long-time City official, came to Winnipeg just after it incorporated as a 

city and grew in stature to become one of its largest property owners.  In 1915, he added to his 

                                                 
1 Manitoba Free Press, September 4, 1909, p. 5. 
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growing number of holdings by financing the construction of a fine new retail/office building 

that took up the entire frontage from Notre Dame Avenue to Garry Street (Plates 1 and 2) in 

place of the Spencer Block (Plate 3). 

 

 

STYLE 

The Curry Building is an excellent example of Gothic architecture, sometimes referred to as 

Modern Gothic or Late Gothic Revival.  The origins of the style can be traced back to the 

medieval architecture of England and France, most frequently used on religious structures.  The 

style underwent a revival in the last half of the 19th century. Winnipeg’s best example from this 

period is Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 269 Donald Street, built between 1882 and 1884 (Plate 

4).  The style then lost much of its popularity prior to a rebirth in the early 1900s when it was 

applied to educational structures.  Buildings at the West Point Military Academy and Princeton 

and Yale universities in the United States were among the early examples of the Modern Gothic 

style.2  Elements such as pointed arches, intricate tracery, buttresses, spires, oriel and bay 

windows, and pinnacles were found on the modern interpretations of the style.   

 

But there also were significant differences compared to previous versions of Gothic design.  For 

example, the polychromy of the early structures was replaced by monochrome limestone or 

brick.  The long, low symmetrical massing of the newer expression of the style was a contrast to 

the ornate complexity of earlier models, thereby giving the Modern Gothic building a clarity of 

design and a subdued visage.3  The style has been likened to “a calm, disciplined 

monumentality.”4  This was just the type of image that many universities wished to display and a 

variant of the style known as Collegiate Gothic was quickly adopted by institutions on both sides 

of the border (Plate 5).   

                                                 
2 L. Maitland, et al., A Guide to Canadian Architectural Styles (Peterborough: Broadview Press, 1992), p. 

166; and M. Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780 – A Guide to the Styles (Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press, 1985), pp. 173-7. 

 
3 L. Maitland, op. cit., p. 166; and Identifying Architectural Styles in Manitoba (Winnipeg: Historic 

Resources Branch, Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Citizenship, 1991), p. 8. 
 
4 L. Maitland, op. cit., p. 166. 
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Of course, as in the past, churches continued to use elements of the style.5  Less common was its 

application to apartment blocks, office buildings and other public structures even though its 

vertical emphasis was a perfect fit for the tall skyscrapers that were beginning to dot the urban 

landscape because of advances in construction technology, specifically reinforced concrete and 

steel framing.6  One of the few other commercial structures in Winnipeg using the Gothic style is 

the Marlborough Hotel, 331 Smith Street, completed in 1914 (Plate 6).  By the 1930s, the style’s 

popularity had waned. 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

This two-storey building was actually intended to be the base of an eight-storey retail/office 

tower.  Interestingly, its neighbour to the west, the Paris Building, was also completed in 1915 

and similarly was to be built in two stages, beginning with the bottom five storeys (Plate 7).7  

Because it was planned as part of a much larger structure, the foundation of the Curry Building is 

extremely sturdy – 30.5 cm (12”) reinforced concrete walls.  The superstructure is built on a steel 

frame and the brick exterior walls are clad on the south, east and west sides by terra cotta, a 

glazed clay material attached to the brick walls with metal anchoring devices.8  The building 

measures approximately 81.3 m (266½’) on Portage Avenue, 39.7 m (130’) along Garry Street 

(Plate 8) and 37.4 m (122½’) along Notre Dame Avenue (Plate 9).9  Hollow tile is used for 

interior partitioning.  The cost of construction in 1915 was $234,000.10 

 

 

                                                 
5 Ibid., p. 166; and M. Whiffen, op. cit., p. 174. 
 
6 M. Whiffen, op. cit.,  pp. 176-7. 
 
7 Unlike the Curry Building, however, the Paris Building’s six upper floors were completed two years later. 
 
8 Winnipeg Architecture: A Terra Cotta Tour (Winnipeg: Winnipeg Architecture Foundation, 1998), pp. 25-

27.  
 
9 City of Winnipeg Assessment Record, Roll No. 521660-12-2 (PC 40).  Below as AR. 
 
10 City of Winnipeg Building Permit (below as BP), #363/1915 ($15,000 for excavation) and #764/1915 

($219,000 for superstructure). 
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DESIGN 

The Curry Building features a wealth of ornamentation, finely crafted in a beige terra cotta 

accented with flecks of black and grey.  This tinting gives the exterior of the block a granite-like 

appearance.  The main façades, Portage and Notre Dame avenues and Garry Street, are divided 

into wide bays separated by delicate columns with winding “double twisted” ribbons showing 

alternating plain and floral patterns along their lengths.  Nestled in the capitals of the columns 

are carved figures (Plate 10).  The arches above the second-floor windows are traced by relief 

terra cotta vines.   

 

The ground floor, naturally, features large show windows and entrances for the retail spaces.  

The second floor features paired windows to light and ventilate the offices beyond.  Delicate 

spandrels embellished with unifoil tracery separate the main and second-floor windows (Plate 

11).  The main entrance to the second-floor suites on Portage Avenue is located slightly off-

centre and is ornamented with a number of terra cotta flowers set in the archway.  The roof is flat 

and a section of it is missing, intended to be part of the light well for the upper floors when 

completed (Plate 12).  The roofline is highlighted by an elaborate parapet dotted with finials and 

trefoil openings.  The area above the main entrance is arched with a panel reading “Curry 

Building” and the date of construction above. 

 

By the early 1970s, alterations to the exterior had left this building with a somewhat unattractive 

appearance.  Signage and window treatments were unmatched as were the numerous entrances 

(Plates 13 and 14).  Major renovations in 1974 changed all original inset entrances to flush fronts 

with bronze tinted glass in anodized aluminum frames and new matching sign bands above.  The 

original double-hung windows of the second floor were replaced by sealed units with no interior 

divisions.  The main entrance was altered slightly and new doors were built in the three main 

façades.  Almost all of the windows of the rear façade were bricked-in and the entire structure 

was cleaned.11 

 

                                                 
11 AR; and BP #3871/1974 (Microfilm Roll #621). 
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Despite the numerous exterior changes, the Curry Building continues to be one of the most 

visually impressive structures on Portage Avenue. 

 

 

INTERIOR 

The list of City of Winnipeg Building Permits found in the Preliminary Report below highlights 

the extensive alterations to the interior of this structure since it was built.  Changing tenancy and 

upgrades have altered all of the ground-floor retail space and the second-floor offices (Plates 15 

and 16).  In 1949, for example, Liggett’s Drug Store was expanded and altered.  When the work 

was finished, it was the largest of its kind in Western Canada.12 

 

Major renovations, totaling nearly $500,000 were completed in 1974.  The building’s main and 

second floors were gutted, stairs to the basement from the lobby (Plate 17) and the individual 

stores were closed, brick party walls on the ground floor were removed, and fluorescent lighting 

and acoustic ceilings were hung on the ground floor.  Wiring, plumbing and heating systems 

were updated and air conditioning was added.13  Another major interior renovation was 

completed in 1997, consisting of mainly cosmetic changes to parts of the ground and second 

floors.14 

 

 

INTEGRITY 

While exterior and interior alterations have been extensive, the building’s exterior appearance 

has not been significantly altered.  The interior, however, bears little resemblance to the original 

design and few original elements or materials appear to remain.  The building stands on its 

original site and appears to be in good structural condition. 

 

                                                 
12 BP #3311/1949; and R.R. Rostecki, “227-249 Portage Avenue, Curry Building,” Canadian Inventory of 

Historic Building, Vol. III, p. 188. 
 
13 AR.  An estimate of the capital cost for these renovations, including tenant improvements, was given as 

$1,416,425 on July 22, 1975. 
 
14 Ibid. 
 



 6

STREETSCAPE 

The Curry Building has been an integral part of the Portage Avenue streetscape for over 80 

years.  Its design and ornamentation make it compatible with banking halls, offices and retail 

structures in the area. 

 

 

ARCHITECT/CONTRACTOR 

American-born John Danley Atchison (1870-1959) designed the Curry Building.  Atchison was 

one of Winnipeg’s most talented and prolific architects.  His designs can be found throughout the 

city (see Appendix I for biographical information).  He has been given 20 points by the 

Historical Buildings Committee. 

 

The contractor for the building was the local firm John Sutherland Construction.15 

 

 

PERSON/INSTITUTION 

The original and long-time owner of the building was Duncan Steele Curry (1852-1925) (Plate 

18).  Curry was born in Sydney, Nova Scotia on October 31, 1852.  At the age of 17, he took a 

job in the office of the Glasgow and Cape Breton Coal and Railway Company.  In 1874, he came 

west to Winnipeg as a member of the second detachment of the North-West Mounted Police.  

After less than two years, Curry became a surveyor for the Dominion government working on 

the Canadian Pacific Railway route.  In 1884, Curry accepted an offer from the City of Winnipeg 

to become its auditor, a position he held until 1907 (the position was renamed City Comptroller).  

After his retirement, he moved to San Diego, California, although he continued to maintain 

substantial business interests in Winnipeg.  He died in California on October 2, 1925.16 

 

Curry amassed a handsome fortune through property investments, buying land and buildings 

prior to 1900 and selling them for large profit after the beginning of the post-1900 development 

                                                 
15 BP #764/1915. 
 
16 Manitoba Free Press, October 5, 1925, p. 5; and G. Bryce, A History of Manitoba (Toronto: The Canada 

History Company, 1906), pp. 401-2. 
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phase.  The Spencer Block property alone was estimated to be worth nearly $1 million in 1912 

and this was but one of his many holdings.17 

 

After Curry’s death, this block was owned by his representatives, his son Peter D.Curry and his 

widow, Bertha L. Curry (and daughters Evelyn C. Sprague and Isabel C. Erskine).  The Curry 

family finally sold the property in 1969 to Forfuture Holdings Limited.  In 1973, it became the 

property of MEPC Canadian Properties Limited and is presently owned by 233 Portage Avenue 

Incorporated.18 

 

The tenancy rate in the block remained high for many years, its central location and unique 

appearance attracting many up-scale retailers and businesses.  Long-time occupants include 

Liggett’s Drug Store (1930s to 1950s) and D’Allaird’s Clothing (1920s to 1960s).  The second-

floor offices were occupied by a varied group of tenants – brokers, insurance companies, trust 

companies, doctors, lawyers and banks.19 

 

 

EVENT 

There is no known significant event connected with this building. 

 

 

CONTEXT 

The Curry Building was completed at the end of Winnipeg’s dramatic post-1900 growth phase.  

Its unique and rich ornamentation is a reflection of the type of development Winnipeggers had 

become accustom to during this period. 

 

The fact that it was planned in two stages is also illustrative of the time.  Land owners were 

taking the opportunity to develop property, pacing the construction in order to maximize returns.  

                                                 
17 Manitoba Free Press, October 7, 1912. 
 
18 City of Winnipeg Assessment Roll, Roll No. 521660 (old no. 9373), Ward 2. 
 
19 Henderson’s Directory, in R.R. Rostecki, op. cit., pp. 191-209. 
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Several announcements were made in early and mid-1928 that the upper floors of the Curry 

Building were going to be built during the winter of 1928-29, but it was later announced that 

these plans were being put on hold.20  That the upper floors of the Curry Building were not 

finished as planned underlines the slowing of the local, regional and national economies and the 

start of Winnipeg’s slow decline as Western Canada’s most important centre. 

 

 

LANDMARK 

The Curry Building is one of the city’s most recognizable and conspicuous structures because of 

its location and its unique architectural elements. 

 

 

                                                 
20 Manitoba Free Press, March 31, 1928, p. 1, August 4, 1928, p. 17, and September 1, 1928, p. 36. 



 
CITY OF WINNIPEG - Preliminary Report 

 
 

Date:  August 1998 
      Assessment Record 

Prepared By:  M. Peterson 
 

Building Address:  233 Portage Avenue   Building Name:  Curry Building 
 
Original Use:  retail/offices     Current Use:  retail/offices 
 
Roll No. (Old):  521660 (9373) 
 
Municipality:   12  Ward:  2   Property or Occupancy Code:  40 
 
Legal Description:  1 St. John, Plan 129, Block 3, Lots 221/224 
 
Location:  north side from Garry Street to Notre Dame Avenue 
 
Date of Construction:  1915   Storeys:  2   
 
Construction Type:  reinforced concrete and terra cotta 
 
Building Permits (Plans available: [A] Archives; [M] Microfilm; [V] Vault): 
 SEE NEXT PAGE 
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233 PORTAGE AVENUE – CURRY BUILDING 

BUILDING PERMITS, 1915-97 
 
 

PERMIT 
 

YEAR 
 

NO. 

AMOUNT PLAN 
 

DESCRIPTION 
(P = Portage Avenue, ND = Notre Dame 

Avenue and G = Garry Street) 
1915 363 $15,000  - excavation 
1915 764 219,000 A - 2 storey, 130 x 266, office building 
1916 511 300  - alteration to store front 
1918 570 500  - alteration to store front (northeast corner) 
1919 806 2,400  - alteration to store front, #229P 
1921 521 1,200  - repairs after fire, #241P 
1922 312 3,300  - alteration for bank (northeast corner) 
1923 1846 300  - store alteration, #241P 
1925 2631 300  - store alteration, #229P 
1926 129 4,000  - store alterations 
1927 630 1,400  - alteration to store front (recessed), #235P 
1928 3262 4,000  - interior/exterior alteration, #231P 
1929 4347 10,000  - Canadian Bank of Commerce, interior/ exterior 

alterations  
1936 904 500  - make 2 stores into 1, new show window 
1936 1769 250  - alteration to store, #225P 
1937 249 1,500  - small mezzanine, other interior alterations for 

tailor shop, #241P 
1940 73 250  - mezzanine for workshop, #319G 
1941 3448 500  - alteration to store front 
1944 3146 800 A - add mezzanine floor, #239P 
1945 446 500 A - add mezzanine floor, #231P 
1945 545 1,500  - alteration to ground floor 
1947 3395 54,300  - alteration to store front, #231P 
1947 6932 200 A - addition to store, #243P 
1948 5859 4,000 A - alteration to store, #229P 
1949 3310 3,000 A - alteration to store (D’Allairds) 
1949 3311 30,000  - alteration to store (Liggett’s) 
1950 5784 5,000  - alteration to store, #235P 
1951 670 6,000 A - alteration to store, #243P 
1952 534 N/A A - alteration, #237P 
1952 9091 3,000  - interior alteration 
1953 1230 1,000 A - alteration to store, #241P 
1953 1271 3,000  - alteration to store, #239P 
1953 7039 500  - alteration to store, #237P 
1953 7804 500  - close off transom, #231P 
1954 1388 2,000  - alteration to store, #321G  
1954 5051 52,000 A - alteration to Bank of Commerce, #245P 
1955 2589 1,200  - alteration to store front, #233P 
1955 3471 2,000 V01A08 - alteration to store, #223P 
1955 4052 500  - extend mezzanine (Liggett’s) 
1958 948 600  - alterations, #321G 



 
1959 4024 5,000 V02C02 - remodel side entrance, #245P 
1960 32 6,000 V02A01 - alteration to store front, #239P 
1960 144 6,000 V02A01 - alteration to store, #239P 
1960 2468 1,500 M15A12 - alteration to store, #231P 
1961 4391 28,000 V03A04 - alteration to office, #235 
1962 3406 450  - alteration to office 
1964 3153 5,000  - alteration to store/office, #212 ND 
1964 4178 1,800 V04A02 - alteration to store, #241 
1964 4179 400  - alteration to store 
1965 5938 800  - alteration to store, #239P 
1967 885 3,000 MF402 - alteration to store, #233 
1970 5812 800  - alteration, #227P 
1971 4228 1,000  - alterations 
1974 2341 81,000 MF614 - interior alterations, #233P 
1974 3871 100,000 MF621 - install new windows, #233P 
1974 4647 10,000  - alteration, #235P 
1974 5388 40,000  - alteration, #245P 
1974 5627 10,000 MF629 - alteration, #239P 
1974 7881 5,000 MF642 - alteration 
1974 9382 50,000 MF649 - alteration 
1974 9383 150,000 MF649 - alteration 
1975 5173 2,500  - alteration to restaurant, #321G 
1975 6829 4,000 MF732 - alteration to store, #241P 
1975 7776 35,000  - alteration 
1975 9242 N/A MF746 - alteration, #233P 
1976 3824 3,000  - alteration to second-floor office, #233P 
1978 779 2,000  - alteration to store, #235P 
1980 1418 N/A M10D07 - alteration, #239P 
1980 7619 N/A M01D06 - alteration, #243P 
1982 182 N/A M16C05 - alteration, #225P 
1982 1063 7,800 M16B04 - alteration to second-floor office, #233P 
1983 344 2,900  - alteration to interior, #321G 
1984 3388 27,000 M08B06 - alteration to second-floor, #241P 
1985 5479 1,000  - alteration to interior, #229P 
1985 7537 9,000  - alteration to second-floor office, #233P 
1985 8250 49,000 B01C13 - alteration to interior, #235P 
1986 3907 20,000 B06A12 - alteration to second-floor office, #233P 
1988 1063 25,000 B10B07 - alteration, #245P 
1988 7271 6,500 V08C09 - alteration, #231P 
1988 7481 15,000 M04B06 - alteration to foundation, #233P 
1988 9867 105,000 V07C03 - alteration, #221P 
1991 440 200,000 M04CO5 - alteration to interior/exterior, #233P 
1991 826 25,000 M12C04 - alteration, #245P 
1991 1047 N/A M12C04 - alteration to interior, #245P 
1991 3694 20,000 M12B09 - alteration to interior, #235P 
1991 7118 75,000 M10A06 - alteration to interior, #233P 
1993 3877 81,000 M17C14 - alteration, #231P 
1993 4176 21,000  - alteration to interior, #239P 
1993 5319 20,000  - alteration to interior, #239P 



 
1994 5005 20,000 V05C02 - alteration to interior, #233P 
1995 2610 18,000 B22A13 - alteration to interior, #233P 
1995 6538 5,000  - alteration to interior, #245P 
1996 9814 N/A M16D06 - alteration to interior, #235P 
1997 1685 225,000 M18C12 - alteration to bank, #233P 
1997 2216 18,000 B37A04 - upgrade hallway, #233P 
1997 6184 40,000  - alteration to office 

 
 
 
 
 



 

APPENDIX I 

 

John Danley Atchison (1870-1959) 

 

Unquestionably one of the city's most talented architects, J.D. Atchison was born in Monmouth, 

Illinois in 1870.  Educated in Chicago, he studied architecture at the Chicago Art Institute and the 

Chicago Manual Training School.21  After graduation he worked in the offices of W.G. Barfield, as 

well as for the firm Jenney and Mundie.  William Le Baron Jenney was considered by many to be 

one of America’s leading architects and Atchison participated in the planning of buildings utilizing 

the latest technology in steel skyscraper construction.   

 

In 1895, he opened his own practice which continued until the early 1900s.  He worked on the staff 

of the World's Columbian Exposition and for the Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad.  His 

commissions brought him to Winnipeg and by 1905, the prosperity and future prospects prompted 

him to relocate his business here.22 

 

A list of some of the more prominent local buildings designed by J.D. Atchison over his career 

includes:23 

Alexandria Block, 389-93 Graham Ave. (1901) - demolished 
Wardlow Apartments, 544 Wardlaw St. (1905) 
Kennedy Building (Mitchell-Copp), 315 Portage Ave. (1906) – Grade II 
Hample Building, 273½ Portage Ave. (1906) 
Concordia (Bon Accord) Block, northeast corner Main St. and Logan Ave. (1906) - partially 
 demolished 
Stone Block, 650 Main St. (1907) - demolished 
Nanton Stables, 61 Roslyn Cres. (1908) – converted to residence 
Dennistoun House, 166 Roslyn Rd. (1908) – Grade III 
  
 
 
                                                 
21 Winnipeg Telegram, September 18, 1906, p. 55; and F.H. Schofield, The Story of Manitoba (Winnipeg: S.J.  

Clarke, 1913), Vol. II, p. 374. 
 

22 F.H. Schofield, op. cit., p. 374. 

23 Compiled from City of Winnipeg Historical Buildings Files; J. Wade, Manitoba Architecture to 1940  
(Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 1976); Winnipeg Telegram, September 18, 1906, p. 55;  
Winnipeg Tribune, December 21, 1907; and F.H. Schofield, op. cit., pp. 374-75. 



 

 J.D. Atchison designs, continued: 
 
A. Matheson House, Kildonan (1908)24 
Devon Court, 376 Broadway (1908) - demolished 
Men’s Own of the City of Winnipeg Shelter Mission, 181 Logan Ave. (1908) - demolished 
N.W.C.T.A. Building, 291 Garry Street (1909) 
Canada Permanent Building, 296-98 Garry St. (1909) – Grade II 
Edmonton Block, 383-89 Portage Ave. (1909) - demolished 
Maltese Cross Building, 66 King St. (286 McDermot Ave.) (1909) – Grade III 
Grosvenor Court, 161-65 Stafford St. (1910) 
Eastern Townships Bank, 367-69 Main St. (1910) - demolished 
Orpheum Theatre, Fort St. (1910) - demolished 
Chamber of Commerce Building (Great-West Life Building), 177 Lombard Ave. (1911) – Grade II 
Allan, Killam and McKay Block, 364 Main St. (1911) - demolished 
Winnipeg Development and Industrial Bureau Exposition Building, southeast corner of Main St. 

and Water Ave. (1911-12) - demolished 
Carlton Building, southeast corner Portage Ave. and Carlton St. (1912) 
Cadomin Building, southwest corner Main St. and Graham Ave. (1912) 
Boyd Building, 388 Portage Ave. (1912) – Grade III 
Union Tower, 191 Lombard Ave. (1912-13) – Grade II 
Merchants’ Bank Branch, 1386 Main St. (1913) – Grade III 
All Souls' Unitarian Church, Furby St. (1913) 
Curry Building, 233 Portage Ave. (1915) 
Bank of Hamilton Building, 395 Main St. (1916-18) – Grade I 
Red Cross Lodge, Fort Osborne Barracks, Tuxedo (1919) - demolished 
Manitoba School for the Deaf, 500 Shaftesbury Blvd. (1921-22) 
Medical Arts Building, southeast corner Graham Ave. and Kennedy St. (1922-23) - demolished 
 
 

Atchison also designed structures in other western provinces.  He won the design competition for 

the Moose Jaw City Hall, c.1912-13 (not built) and planned the Moose Jaw Collegiate (1908-10), 

Saskatchewan Presbyterian Boys’ College and Principal's Residence (1911-12), and Hammond 

Building, Main St., Moose Jaw (1912).   

 

Atchison was also intimately involved in promoting the concept of The Mall or Capitol Approach 

from Portage Avenue to the Legislative Building along Memorial Boulevard.  He prepared 

proposals for the City Planning Commission (1911) and later the Winnipeg Town Planning 

                                                 
24 Manitoba Free Press, February 29, 1908, p. 7. 



 

Commission (1913).  He also made proposals to the Greater Winnipeg Plan Commission (1917; 

1919) which he became chairman of in 1919.25 

 

In 1923, Atchison left Winnipeg for Pasadena, California and continued to practice there, adopting 

the Spanish Colonial style for his residential work.  He died in 1959.26 

 

 

                                                 
25 Marilyn Baker, Symbol in Stone: The Art and Politics of a Public Building (Winnipeg: Hyperion  

Press Ltd., 1986), pp. 27-8, 51-5, 98-9, and 122-23. 
 

26 The Emerson Court House and Town Hall Building  (Winnipeg: Manitoba Culture, Heritage and 
Recreation, Historic Resources Branch, 1985), pp. 8-11. 
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Plate 1 – Curry Building, 233 Portage Avenue, south and west façades.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 2 – Curry Building, 233 Portage Avenue, south and east façades.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
 



233 PORTAGE AVENUE – CURRY BUILDING 
 

 
 
Plate 3 – The Spencer Block just before its demolition to make way for the Curry Building.  

(Provincial Archives of Manitoba.)



233 PORTAGE AVENUE – CURRY BUILDING 
 

 
 
Plate 4 – Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 269 Donald Street, is one of the finest examples of 

Gothic Revival architecture in Canada.  Designed by Charles H. Wheeler (1838-1917), it 
was built between 1882 and 1884.  (Provincial Archives of Manitoba.) 

 

 
 
Plate 5 – Former School for the Deaf, 500 Shaftesbury Boulevard, one of the few Collegiate 

Gothic style buildings in Winnipeg; built in 1921-22, designed by J.D. Atchison.  (M. 
Peterson, 1998.)  
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Plate 6 – Marlborough (originally Olympia) Hotel, 331 Smith Street, in 1915 when it was used 

by Canadian troops.  Built in 1913-14, the hotel was designed by James Chisholm and 
Son; Carter-Halls-Aldinger were the contractors.  (Provincial Archives of Manitoba.)  
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Plate 7 – Portage Avenue, 1916.  The five-storey Paris Building can be seen behind the Curry 

Building.  (Provincial Archives of Manitoba.) 
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Plate 8 – Garry Street (west) façade.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
 
 
 

 
 
Plate 9 – Notre Dame Avenue (east) façade.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
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Plate 10 – Detail of Portage Avenue façade and enlargement of figure in capital.  (M. Peterson, 

1998.) 
 
 

 
 
Plate 11 – Portage Avenue spandrel.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
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Plate 12 – Roof of the Curry Building taken from the Paris Building.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
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Plate 13 – The Curry Building, ca.1918 (note the inset entrances).  (Provincial Archives of 

Manitoba.) 
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Plate 14 – The Curry Building in 1970 just prior to the renovations that removed the unmatched 

signage and entrances.  (Provincial Archives of Manitoba.) 
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Plate 15 – Renovated main-floor hallway.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
 
 
 

 
Plate 16 – Renovated second-floor hallway.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
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Plate 17 – Closed original staircase from main-floor lobby to basement.  (M. Peterson, 1998.) 
 
 

 
 
Plate 18 - Duncan Steele Curry (1852-1925), 19.  (Provincial Archives of Manitoba.) 
 


	STYLE
	CONSTRUCTION

	DESIGN
	INTERIOR
	INTEGRITY
	STREETSCAPE
	ARCHITECT/CONTRACTOR
	PERSON/INSTITUTION
	EVENT
	CONTEXT
	LANDMARK

	PERMIT
	AMOUNT
	PLAN

	DESCRIPTION
	APPENDIX I

