
What is the purpose of the by-law?

The neighbourhood Liveability by-law (#1/2008),  
passed by Council in January 2008, includes a 
section on boulevard maintenance (Part 8), which 
allows property owners to beautify the boulevards 
adjacent to their property without the need for a 
permit so long as they meet the guidelines speci-
fied in the by-law.

What am I responsible for, if I plant 
vegetation on the boulevard?

Prior to making any excavation on a boulevard,  the 
owner or occupant of the property must contact 
owners of utilities and other underground struc-
tures to ensure that no underground structures will 
be disturbed or damaged by the proposed excava-
tion.  
Please “Call Before You Dig” 
Homeowner or occupant is also responsible for 
maintaining any non-standard boulevard treat-
ments,  such as excavations / plantings.

Do I need underground clearances if I am 
only removing the sod?

Yes,  all excavations require an underground 
clearance,  whether you dig 1” or 12”. 

We are recommending that you create your 
garden beds above ground.  This can be done by 
simply layering old newspapers on top of the turf, 
and placing the soil right on top of the paper and 
plant your garden.  Over time some of the grass 
will start to peak out, just pull it out as you see it. 
This would eliminate the need to call for under-
ground clearances.

What guidelines do I need to follow when 
planning my boulevard beautif ication?
The following information can be used as a checklist when 
planning your beautification project.

* Your garden should not interfere with the   
movement of vehicular or pedestrian traffic

* The plants you are growing should not   
interfere with the sightlines of pedestrians or    
drivers of vehicles

* Shrubs, fruit and vegetables are not to be  
planted

* Make sure access is clear to:
    - Fire hydrants

     - Installations belonging to City of Winnipeg,  
       Manitoba Hydro,  or Manitoba Telecom   
       Service/Allstream

     - Post office boxes located on the boulevard

* The boulevard must be accessible for   
snow removal operations,  including storage of 
snow removed from the roadway/sidewalk

* Do not create or widen a private approach or 
walk,  to do so you must apply for a permit 
under the Private Approach By-law

* Boulevard must be graded so that water does 
not pond on boulevard or the street and that 
vegetation or objects do not obstruct the 
rainwater and snow melt from flowing from the 
edge of the right-of-way into the street drain

* In the absence of an agreement with the   
owner of neighbouring property,  non-standard 
vegetation must not  spread beyond that 
portion of the boulevard that is adjacent to his 
or her property

* Project does not harm trees / tree roots 
planted on the boulevard

* Only turf (sod) can be planted within 1.0   
meter from the curb

* Only turf (sod) can be planted within 0.5   
meter from the public sidewalk



How do I apply for a permit?
If your boulevard beautification plans fall outside 
the guidelines listed, you will require a permit.  You 
have a couple of options:

1.  Contact 311 and request a call back 
from your area technician:
 

They will send you an application form by email,  
Canada Post or fax.
To complete this form you will need to provide 
detail on what you are proposing to place or 
plant on the boulevard,  a site plan and contact 
information. 

Or

2. Visit the Public Works Customer 
Service desk at 1155 Pacific Ave.
There you can obtain an application form.
To complete this form you will need to provide 
detail on what you are proposing to place or 
plant on the boulevard, a site plan and contact 
information.

Once you have completed the application form, 
a parks representative will assess your request. 
This representative will contact you by phone, 
and if approved your permit will be mailed to 
you at the contact information you provided.

For a more thorough look at the guidelines 
please read the by-law, it can be found on the 
City of Winnipeg’s website at:

www.winnipeg.ca/CLKDMIS
or go to:

www.winnipeg.ca/publicworks/boulevards

In addition, the following boulevard 
locations are exceptions to the by-law and 
a permit is always required:

- boulevards beside a regional street
- boulevards flanking properties beside a regional 
street
- ditches where grass has never been planted
- boulevards at the rear of a property
- extended boulevards - meaning a boulevard that 
is at least 20 feet wide as measured from the 
roadway to the sidewalk or property line

Is there a charge for a permit?

Before you start the actual work on your 
project make sure to:

CLICK BEFORE YOU DIG 
You can find more information by going to:

http://www.clickbeforeyoudigmb.com/

Frequently Asked Questions:
 

Is there a minimum level of boulevard 
maintenance that all home owners are 
responsible for?
Yes there is.  The homeowner or occupant is 
responsible for the following boulevard 
maintenance:

- Keep grass no more than 15 centimetres 
(6 inches) high
- Other vegetation,  other than turf,   no more than 
1.0 metre (39 inches ) high
- Control noxious weeds
- Keep boulevard free of garbage

What boulevards are maintained by the 
City?

- Boulevards beside a regional street
- Boulevards flanking properties beside a regional 
street
- Ditches where grass has never been planted
- Bouleards at the rear of a property 
- Extended boulevards - meaning a boulevard that 
is at least 20’ wide as measured from the roadway 
to the sidewalk or property line.

How will the By-law be enforced?
Inspections will be conducted on a regular basis.  
Should any non-standard boulevard treatments 
be found not to be in compliance with the by-law 
the homeowner will be contacted directly.

You need to apply for a permit if:
- Your boulevard beautification plans fall outside 
the guidelines listed on the other side of this 
brochure.
- There is a possibility of damage to the boulevard 
as a result of a proposed activity
- The safety of the public is at risk while the 
proposed activity takes place.
- Parking on the boulevard or driving over the 
boulevard.
- Storing material (other than soil) on the 
boulevard.
- Conducting business on the boulevard.

The following items cannot be placed on 
the boulevard:

* Any object weighing more than 10    
kilograms
* Vegetation more than 1.0 meter in    
height when fully grown
* Shrubs
* Fruit or vegetable plants
* Noxious weeds,  toxic or poisonous plants - 
examples of toxic plants are:

   * angel’s trumpet (Datura innoxia)
   * black nightshade (Solanum nigrum)
   * castor bean (Ricinus communis)
   * climbing nighshade (Solanum dulcamara) 
   * leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula)
   * water-hemlock (Cicuta maculata)

* No trees can be planted or removed  
except to the extent authorized under   
the tree removal policy of the City of   
Winnipeg Urban Forestry Branch
* Aggregate materials (stones) that are   
smaller than 20mm (3/4”) or greater than   
40mm (1 1/2 “)
* Asphalt or concrete cannot be used on the   
boulevard, but concrete paving stones can   

grade

Are the items or vegetation still my 
property once placed on the boulevard?
No,  once placed on the boulevard any non-
standard boulevard treatment is considered part 
of the boulevard.  Boulevards are provided for 
public safety &  for quick access to utilities such 

This is important to remember as any vegetation 
or items may be removed or destroyed when 
conducting city business (e.g. water main break) 
Required access to infrastructure can take place 
without the consent,  and without compensation, 
to the homeowner or occupant. Wherever 
possible,  contact will be made with the home-
owner prior to starting work.

- Yes, at this time there is a $43.05 including GST 
charge for a   permit


