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H.M.C.S. Chippawa officials are requesting their removal but the His‑
torical Buildings Committee has asked them to delay a final decision in 
order to determine whether a restoration project, with money from the 
Gail Parvin Hammerquist Fund, could be completed.

City Council rejected designation of one building.

Grain Exchange Building Annex
153 Lombard Avenue
City Council rejected a Grade III desig‑
nation.

For history, see The Year Past, 2008 
(at http://winnipeg.ca/ppd/historic/year‑
past/TYP2008.pdf)

One building was delisted.

Dennistoun House
166 Roslyn Road
Grade III (December 3, 1984), delisted 
June 10, 2009

For history, see The Year Past, 1984 
(at http://winnipeg.ca/ppd/historic/
yearpast/1984YearPast.pdf)

The three-storey Annex, 153 Lombard Avenue

Dennistoun House
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One building had its heritage status confirmed.

St. Vital Fire Hall and 
Police Station
598 St. Mary’s Avenue
Grade III (June 7, 1982)

Along the Seine River, Métis families were known to have settled along 
its banks in the early 1820s.  Other francophone families followed – 
names like Riel, Genthon, Lavallee, St. Germain, Guay, Mager, Ritchot 
and Mouard intent on becoming farmers.  Slowly the area developed, 
although drought, flood and grasshopper infestation often stunted 
the community’s growth.  The first school was organized in 1860 and 
named St. Vital.  In 1891, the Parish of St. Vital became part of the Rural 
Municipality of St. Boniface (which had incorporated in 1880).  In 1903, 
a Market Gardeners’ Society was formed, acknowledging the importance 
of the activity to the community and the name of the Municipality was 
changed to St. Vital to avoid confusion with the Town of St. Boniface (it 
would incorporate as a city in 1908).  

The Rural Municipality of St. Vital in the early 1910s was a basically 
rural area with many large landowners and market gardeners.  Pressure 

St. Vital Fire Hall and Police Station



17

was being put on these owners to sell their property to developers who 
wished to subdivide these holdings into small city lots.  This pressure 
was also seen politically where the Municipal council, largely controlled 
by established Francophone farmers and dairymen fought to block 
the activities of a new group of mainly Anglophone developers trying 
to subdivide property, extend streetcar lines and introduce sweeping 
changes to life in St. Vital.  

In 1912, the boundaries changed as part of its territory became the 
Municipality of Fort Garry and a new Anglophone-led council was 
elected in St. Vital.  By 1913, the Municipal council was tendering 
large sewer, paving and other construction contracts as parts of the area 
“urbanized.”  There was also pressure being applied by leaders of the 
nearby City of St. Boniface who were lobbying for an amalgamation 
between the two entities.  

In the midst of all this activity, the Municipality deemed it necessary 
to build a modern fire hall and police station to address the growth of 
population in the area.  Plans were drawn up, tenders called and the 
new structure was completed and opened by November 1914.  Facing 
east, the front façade is designed with a modestly projecting centre 

St. Vital Fire Hall and Police Station, south bay with vintage fire truck and other artefacts.
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section flanked by two short wings.  The ground floor is clad in rusticated 
limestone giving way to the dark brick of the upper storeys.  The wings 
hold two arched entrances while the projecting section features arched 
openings large enough for the firefighting equipment.  The second storey 
features square headed window openings with stone sills and heads.  The 
most ornamental feature is the oriel window set in the stepped or Flemish 
gable with Palladian window on the third floor and stone accenting 
located in the centre of the original structure.

The addition of a bay on the building’s south end removed the original 
gable dormer that was located on the south slope of the roof.  This south 
addition matched the design of the 
front façade; the south elevation 
now features a large window on 
the ground floor and smaller open‑
ings on the second floor.  The north 
elevation includes windows on 
both the first and second floors and 
in the northwest corner is the hose 
drying tower complete with arched 
windows and brickwork, complete 
entablature with heavy overhanging 
eaves and stone accenting.  The rear 
(west) façade features a large brick 
chimney and  one-storey sections.

The fire hall has seen some exterior 
alteration since its 1914 comple‑
tion.  All the windows have been 
replaced, as have the big carriage 
doors, although the arches remain 
as do the small panes of glass that 
fill these rounded openings.  The 
cresting has been removed from 
the roof and two additions, both 
brick, have been made to the rear.  
Despite these changes, the build‑
ing still displays many of its original 
design features.

St. Vital Fire Hall and Police Station, hose drying 
tower with wooden staircase

St. Vital Fire Hall and Police Station, civic counter on 
the second floor.
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Because of the multitude of uses for this structure, the interior features 
a number of interior divisions not normally seen in these 1910-era fire 
halls.  The south end of the ground floor was originally used as the police 
station, a magistrate’s office and jail cells were included in this area (now 
used by the St. Vital Historical Society as their museum).  To the north was 
the large open space with three bays for the firefighting equipment, ac‑
cessed from the firefighters’ living area on the second floor via a pole.  To‑
day, the three bays have been divided by an interior wall into a south bay, 
used by the museum, and two north bays, used by the ambulance service.  
All bays still feature the original ornamental tin ceilings; the south bay still 
has the original white tile walls exposed.  The ground floor is occupied 
today by the St. Vital Museum (south end) and by the Ambulance service 
(north end).

Access to the second floor is gained via the entrance in the northeast 
corner, the foyer includes ornamental tin ceilings, tile walls and an or‑
nate metal banister.  The second floor, originally residential space, was 
converted into municipal offices and council chambers in 1924 when the 
Municipality was on the verge of bankruptcy and looking to save money.  
As well, the St. Vital health unit was also located there.  The former bed‑
rooms were remodelled into offices and council chambers, while the 
firemen and policemen were contained entirely on the ground floor.  The 
arrangement of fire hall, police station, health unit and municipal offices 
proved crowded but acceptable until a new civic office was built im‑
mediately south of the fire hall in 1960.  The 1950s-era wood and glass 
counters used to serve the public are still intact at the rear of the second 
floor.  Most of the second floor is now used by an antique radio club.

The third floor was originally used for storage but became the council 
chambers for the Municipality and the tower, with its wooden staircase, 
was used to dry the lengths of hose.



20

Thirty buildings were removed from the Inventory of Buildings.

The Historical Building Committee embarked on a process to research 
and review all the buildings on the Inventory and to remove those 
structures of limited or no architectural and/or historical value.  A 
subcommittee met regularly throughout the year to study the buildings 
and advise the larger Committee.  In 2009, 30 buildings were removed:

Annabella St., 171 – Robert Miller House; 
Balmoral St., 562 – James Love House; 
Balmoral St., 564 – A.J. Boreham House; 
Balmoral St., 568 – Isabella Slasor House; 
Balmoral St., 570 – R. Crawford House; 
Balmoral St., 574 – W. Crawford House; 
Balmoral St., 586 – A.A. Hobkirk House; 
Balmoral St., 587 – Davies House; 
Balmoral St., 589 – Davies House; 
Bannatyne Ave., 432 – J.W.T. Wilson House; 
Bannatyne Ave., 454 – T.W. Taylor Duplex; 
Boyle St., 54-56 – Ellis Duplex; 
Boyle St., 58-68 – Lord Terrace; 
Boyle St., 59 – John Hardy House; 
Curtis St., 41 – Joseph A. Rowe House; 
Curtis St., 43 – D. McLachlan House; 
Dewdney Ave., 55 – Charles Ellis House; 
Donald St., 175 – house; 
Elgin Ave., 383 – John Campbell House; 
Ellen St., 48 – Francis A. Smith House; 
Ellen St., 52 – Thomas Wilson House; 
Fort St., 130 – Anthony Swanson House; 
Harriet St., 47 – Edward Green House; 
Heaton Ave., 57 – Mayer Zarref Duplex; 
Heaton Ave., 59 – G. Johnson House; 
Higgins Ave., 134 – Henry Fry House; 
Maple St. N, 173 – O. Radych House & Barn; 
Plessis Rd., 1950 – Gunn House; 
Syndicate St., 160 – T. Simmons House; and 
Syndicate St., 164 – T. Simmons House.
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Smart Bag Company Building

One building evaluated in 2008 was designated by City Council.

Smart Bag Company Building
145 Pacific Avenue
Grade III designation (January 28, 2009)

For history, see The Year Past, 2008
(at http://winnipeg.ca/ppd/historic/year‑
past/TYP2008.pdf)

DESIGN REVIEW PROJECTS

Smart Bag Company, 145 Pacific Ave.

Sport Manitoba purchased this property 
early in the year and undertook plans to 
rehabilitate the complex to house its 
administrative wing and various organiza‑
tions related to it. The five-storey portion 
received upgraded windows, masonry 
repairs, and conversion of the loading 
bays into entry spaces. The interior re‑
ceived a complete upgrade. It is hoped 
that Phase II of this project will be the 
construction of a field house adjoining the building, a unique state-of-the 
art athletic facility. 

Renovations being completed on the 1913 portion of 
the Smart Bag Company Building
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Kelly House, 88 Adelaide Street

This former Kelly family home in 
downtown Winnipeg had been vacant 
for many years, and was threatened with 
demolition before an agreement was 
reached with the help of CentreVenture to 
convert it to commercial space. Over the 
course of 2009 it was rehabilitated into 
office space. The substantial work included 
foundation repair and waterproofing, 
repairing exterior masonry, installation 
of a new cedar shingle roof, repair of the 
existing windows, repair and repainting of 
all decorative fretwork, and making the building barrier-free. 

Union Bank and Annex Building, 
504/500 Main Street

Red River College is converting this long 
vacant structure into the Paterson 
GlobalFoods Institute. Although work is in 
the early stages, significant work has 
already been undertaken in repairing the 
decorative masonry. Next steps include 
rehabilitating the banking hall into a 
dining area, and converting other spaces 
into labs, classrooms, and dormitories. An 
addition is also planned, which will house 
the bulk of the contemporary mechanical 
systems required for operation so that the 
historic portion can be more sensitively conserved.

Worker hammering in a 6x6 post for temporary 
support of the southeast corner during foundation 
repairs at 88 Adelaide Street

Work on the terra cotta balustrades on the north side 
of 504 Main Street
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2009 HIGHLIGHTS 

Beyond evaluating buildings and reviewing proposed alterations the His‑
torical Buildings Committee was involved in a number of other initiatives 
in 2009.

Committee members continued to review the buildings on the Historical 
Buildings Inventory.  This process, begun in 2005, has entailed the 
research and authoring of summary reports on the approximately 800 
buildings on the Inventory.  These reports include comparative analysis 
of the structure’s architecture and history to provide Committee members 
with the necessary information.  This review has led to the removal of 
those buildings with little or no historical/architectural value, reaffirmed 
the importance of many structures on the Inventory and increased the 
City of Winnipeg’s knowledge base on its heritage structures.

The Committee is working with the Manitoba Historical Society to 
develop a Blue Plaque Program to identify and interpret some of the 
City’s fine heritage structures.

The Committee has been 
an active participant in 
the ongoing development 
of an Exchange District 
Secondary Plan (EDSP), 
led by City Planner 
Marsha Christiuk.  This is 
an important document 
used “To ensure that the 
use and development of 
land and building occurs 
in a manner that is well 
planned, orderly, and 
environmentally sound in 
order to achieve a vibrant, 
safe and healthy city.”  
Heritage issues will be 
a key component of the 
EDSP.

The Elmwood Post Office, 187 Henderson Highway, is one of the 
many fine structures on the City of Winnipeg’s Historical Buildings 
Inventory.
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In the summer of 2009, Ralph 
Connor House, 54 West Gate, was 
declared a National Historic Site 
by Parks Canada because of its 
association to Reverend Charles 
Gordon, best-selling author and 
clergyman and because of its 
exceptional architectural design 
and detailing.

A City of Winnipeg Heritage 
Management Plan is being 
prepared by consultants Donald 
Luxton and Associates.  This 
Plan will review the activities of the Committee, seek consultation from 
community groups, heritage organizations and citizens, and make 
recommendations on a wide variety of issues surrounding heritage in the 
City.

The Committee, in response to recommendations contained in the 
approved “Downtown North Pre-Plan Assessment,” supported Parks 
Canada personnel in leading a Commemorative Integrity Evaluation 
for the Exchange District National Historic Site.  The purpose of the 
evaluation was to inform the City’s Warehouse District Secondary 

This conceptual drawing by project architect Bridgman Collaborative Architects, shows the 
Barber House with the new addition to the rear

Ralph Connor, centre, in front of his magnificent West 
Gate home, no date (Manitoba Archives)
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Planning exercise by reviewing the state of the Exchange since it was 
declared a National Historic Site in 1997.  The evaluation consisted 
of a lengthy review of the condition of the heritage assets (buildings, 
streetscapes, etc.), efforts to communicate their significance to various 
stakeholders, and management practices as applied to development 
in the Exchange.  An assessment of the ties between the three levels of 
government to protect and present the District was also completed as 
part of this evaluation. 

The redevelopment of Barber House, 99 Euclid Avenue, continued to be 
dealt with by the Committee.  A new proposal has been forwarded that 
would see the SISTARS organization, Sisters Initiating Steps Toward A 
Renewed Society, a community economic development co-operative for 
Point Douglas, build a modern childcare facility as an addition to Barber 
House, which would be converted into offices.  The group continues to 
seek funding and a tenant for the building.

A working group studying the Vacant and Derelict Buildings By-Law 
met, with Councillor Gerbasi as chair, to discuss the By-Law and how 
it relates to heritage structures in the City. The working group included 
Committee members, City councillors, 
provincial and federal government officials 
and representatives of local heritage and 
development organizations.

Ongoing negotiations occurred with owners 
of the St. Boniface Normal School site, 210 
Masson Street and a local heritage group, 
Heritage Saint-Boniface, regarding the 
redevelopment of the site.  Negotiations are 
ongoing.

The Church of Christ, Scientist at 511 River 
Avenue has been approved for redevelopment as a condominium.  For 
several years the Committee and its chair, Councillor Gerbasi, have been 
at the forefront of this important structure’s redevelopment, ensuring that 
this neighbourhood landmark does not disappear and that its re-use is 
sensitively handled.

The First Church of Christ, Scientist on River Avenue 
will be converted into luxury condominiums



26

The Committee was instrumental in the negotiations to support a new 
use for Kelly House, 88 Adelaide Street.  City Council concurred with a 
recommendation not to de-list and demolish the structure and to endorse 
an expenditure of $250,000 to be taken from the Heritage Investment 
Reserve Fund to refurbish the structure.  The new offices will be used by 
the CancerCare Manitoba Foundation.

The Committee, at is Year End Volunteer Luncheon, approved a list of 
projects as priorities for 2010.  These projects included the continued 
funding of the Heritage Conservation Management Plan, financial support 
for the Doors Open Winnipeg event, co-funding the reprinting of the 
publication Exchange District Walking Tour, cost sharing the exterior 
stabilization and porch repairs at the St. Boniface Museum, Tache Avenue, 
paying for the inventorization of the artefacts at Seven Oaks House 
Museum, 115 Rupertsland Avenue.

Seven Oaks House Museum, 115 Rupertsland Avenue



27

APPENDIX A

2009 PERMITS

The following permit review data is from the 1st of January 2009 through 
to the 31st of December 2009.  

Building Permits: The HBC reviewed 24 building permit applications •	
in 2009 and approved 16.
Sign Permits: In 2009, the HBC reviewed 3 and approved 1 sign per‑•	
mit.  
Pre-Permit Review: The HBC performed 7 pre-permit reviews dur‑•	
ing the 2009 fiscal year.  Pre-permit reviews are informal discussions 
between the HBC and applicants, where the HBC takes no formal 
action.
Site Visits: The HBC conducted 7 site visits, 19 electronic discussions •	
regarding proposals, and the administration conducted 7 site visits 
on behalf of the HBC. Action was approved in 4 cases, 5 received an 
approval-in-principle, and 9 remain in progress.

Applications Reviewed From January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

Building Permit Review

Number	 Building	A ddress	 Type of Work	O utcome
1.2009	 St. Boniface	 219 Provencher Blvd.	 Security Cameras	 Approved
	 City Hall

2.2009 	 Prosperity	 146 Alexander Ave./	 Rehabilitation	 Approved	 	
	 Knitwear	 145 Pacific

3.2009	 Porter Bldg./	 165, 171 McDermot	 Rehabilitation	 Approved-
	 Dawson 	 Avenue	 and conversion	 in-Principle
		 Richardson Bldg.

4.2009	 Laura Secord	 960 Wolseley Ave.	 Roof replacement	 Approved
	 School

5. 2009	 Traveller’s Bldg.	 283 Bannatyne Ave.	 Rooftop railing	 Approved

6.2009	 Ashdown 	 167 Bannatyne Ave.	 Re-caulking	 Approved
	 Warehouse		  of windows, 
			   joints, etc.
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Building Permit Review (cont’d)
Number	 Building	A ddress	 Type of Work	O utcome
7.2009	 Carnegie Library	 380 William Ave.	 Fence restoration, 	 Approved
				    wheelchair ramp

8.2009	 Western Glove 	 321 McDermot Ave.	 Door replacement	 Approved
	 Works	

9.2009	 Merchant’s Bank	 1386 Main Street	 Masonry repairs, 	 Approved
				    cornice stabilization

10.2009	 Former All 	 119 Sutherland Ave.	 Rehabilitation,	 Approved
	 People’s Mission 			   addition	

11.2009	 Earn International 	78-86 Princess St.	 New windows	 Approved
	 Bldg.

12.2009	 James Ave. 	 109 James Ave.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Pumping Station			   conversion	 in-principle

13.2009	 Trend Interiors	 91 Albert St.	 Window	 Approved
				    replacement

14.2009	 Kelly House	 88 Adelaide St.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approved
				    conversion

15.2009	 Metropolitan	 281 Donald St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Theatre			   conversion	 in-principle

16.2009	 Union Bank and 	 504/500 Main St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Annex			   conversion	 in-principle

17.2009	 Adelman Bldg.	 92-100 Princess St.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
				    conversion	 in-principle

18.2009	 Isbister School	 310 Vaughan St.	 Repointing	 Approved

19.2009	 Sir Sam Steele	 15 Chester St.	 Window 	 Not	
	 School 			   Replacement	 Approved

20.2009	 Barber House 	 99 Euclid Ave.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
				    Addition	 in-principle

23.2009	 Great West Life 	 177 Lombard Ave.	 Tenant Upgrades	 Approved
	 Building

24.2009	 Donald H. Bain	 115 Bannatyne Ave.	 Masonry	 Approved
	 Building			   Restoration

25.2009	 MacDonald Shoe 	133 Albert St. Security Cameras	 Approved
	 Store	 (492 Main St.)

26.2009	 Ashdown Condos	167 Bannatyne Ave.	 Window	 Pending
				    replacements
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Sign Permit Review

Number	 Building	A ddress	 Type of Work	O utcome
21.2009	 Boyd Building 	 388 Portage Ave.	 Electronic 	 Pending
			   Messaging Sign

22.2009	 Henderson Block	 332 Bannatyne	 Signage	 Approved

27.2009	 Union Bank	 500 Main Street	 Temporary Banner	 Pending
	 Annex

Pre-Permit Review

Number	 Building	A ddress	 Type of Work	O utcome
2.2009 	 Prosperity	 146 Alexander Ave./	 Rehabilitation	 Approved
	 Knitwear	 145 Pacific

3.2009	 Porter Bldg./	 165, 171 McDermot	 Rehabilitation and	 Approved-
	 Dawson 	 Avenue	 conversion	 in-Principle
	 Richardson Bldg.

12.2009	 James Ave. 	 109 James Ave.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Pumping Station		  conversion	 in-principle

15.2009	 Metropolitan	 281 Donald St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Theatre 		  conversion	 in-principle

16.2009	 Union Bank and	 504/500 Main St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-	
	 Annex		  conversion	 in-principle

17.2009	 Adelman Building	 92-100 Princess St.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
			   conversion	 in-principle

20.2009	 Barber House 	 99 Euclid Ave.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
			   Addition	 in-principle
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Site Visits

Number	 Building	A ddress	 Purpose	O utcome
2.2009 	 Prosperity	 146 Alexander Ave.	 Rehabilitation	 Approved
	 Knitwear	 /145 Pacific

6.2009	 Ashdown	 167 Bannatyne Ave.	 Re-caulking of 	 Approved
	 Warehouse		  windows, joints, etc. 

7.2009	 Carnegie Library	 380 William Ave.	 Fence restoration, 	 Approved
			   wheelchair ramp

14.2009	 Kelly House	 88 Adelaide St.	 Rehabilitation/	 Approved
			   conversion

15.2009	 Metropolitan	 281 Donald St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Theatre		  conversion	 in-principle

16.2009	 Union Bank and	 504/500 Main St. 	 Rehabilitation/	 Approval-
	 Annex		  conversion	 in-principle

19.2009	 Sir Sam Steele	 15 Chester St.	 Window	 Not
	 School		  replacement	 Approved



31

Applications Reviewed From January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009
Certificates of Ordinary Maintenance

Anticipating new processes associated with the revised Historic Buildings 
By-law, Certificates of Ordinary Maintenance were kept to a minimum in 
2009. Instead, most design review applications were issued a Certificate 
of Suitability upon approval.

Maintenance Permits: The HBC reviewed 2 permit applications in 2009 
and approved 2.

Certificates of Ordinary Maintenance

Number	 Building	A ddress	 Type of Work	O utcome
1.2009	 St. Vital Firehall	 598 St. Mary’s Road	 Roof reshingling	 Approved

2.2009	 Bleak House	 1637 Main Street	 Eavestrough	 Approved
			   replacement
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In 2009 the Historical Buildings Committee continued developing the 
content of the Heritage Conservation component of the City of Winnipeg’s 
web site. Users can search the Heritage Conservation pages for a specific 
architect, building or street address, as well as reference program 
objectives.  

Information on the Historical Buildings Committee, its policies and 
procedures, incentive programs, publications, back issues of The Year Past, 
the Heritage Conservation List and individual building histories (in PDF 
format) can be found at www.winnipeg.ca/historicalbuildings

Winnipeg’s famous intersection, Portage and Main, in the early 1960s.  
(City of Winnipeg)
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